Clinical usefulness of the beta-adrenergic antagonists.
The pharmacology of the beta-adrenergic antagonists, particularly their role as competitive antagonists at the receptor site, is discussed. The clinical use of these agents is listed and a detailed outline of their use in angina pectoris, hypertension and conditions associated with increased sympathetic activity is provided. The relative contraindications to the use of beta-adrenergic antagonists are summarized and the pharmacology of those drug interactions involving these agents is discussed. A thorough understanding of the pharmacology and therapeutics of these agents, which interfere with physiological function, is mandatory prior to their clinical use.